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Thanks to Win Robins for Limudiah and other photos.

This report covers the 2013-2014 academic year and the 2013 financial year. 
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NACOEJ’s main mission in Israel is to enhance the progress of Ethiopian Jews through good education, the foundation 
of all success in life. Our Limudiah programs for elementary school children, and our sponsorships for high school and 
college students, make a huge difference!  
But many needs are not being met -- in housing, employment, and other vital areas. We must press Israel’s government 
to take further appropriate steps on behalf of Ethiopian olim. Failure to do so can create a permanent underclass.
Another vital challenge must also be met through advocacy. Most Ethiopian Jews who left their villages in Ethiopia in 
2003 or 2010 have come to Israel. But some 5,000 still wait in growing despair in Gondar Province and Addis Ababa. 
Most have first-degree relatives in Israel. Their dream of aliyah has shaped the mission of their lives for many years.
Many of the Jews still stranded in Ethiopia were rejected without being told why. How can they respond without 
knowing why they were denied the right to join their families in Israel?
Advocacy on their behalf has already brought some results. The Israeli government has established 
a committee to review their cases. But so far there has been no report from the committee, and 
aliyah has been almost non-existent.
We must press this important committee to finish its work without further delay, and determine 
which of the remaining Ethiopians they approve for aliyah.
Over more than 30 years we’ve demonstrated that NACOEJ can make a huge difference in the 
lives of Ethiopian Jews. They’re still counting on us, and we must not let them down now.
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Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein, President

The title of an old Bob Dylan song -- “The Times They Are A-Changin’” -- has been running through my mind this year. We 
have seen so many changes, good and bad.
The bad have been dreadful, with war, death, and suffering leading the list. By comparison, the good changes may seem 
small – but they are the ones that give us hope.
Top of my “good list” is opening the first-ever NACOEJ Limudiah Illit (Upper Limudiah) for middle-school students. The 
photo on the opposite page shows how excited the students and I were when we met, just a month into the first 
semester in a girls’ school in Yavne. The girls said things like “For the first time, I took a math test really knowing what I 
was doing!” 
One teacher came in on her day off, bringing her new baby, just to meet us and join the whole staff in urging us to keep 
Limudiah Illit going through 12th grade. Can we? I’ll tell you next year!
Next on my “good list” of changes is NACOEJ Israel Director Shoshana Ben-Dor’s wonderful work 
on preserving Ethiopian Jewish culture. This year it’s a Siddur in Ge-ez and Hebrew, for the unique 
Ethiopian-Jewish Sigd festival, now a national Israeli holiday.
And then, increasing our close cooperation with other like-minded organizations, we introduced 
our NACOEJ family to beautiful gold jewelry made by Ethiopian Israelis in a special program at the 
Yvel Jewelry Company. In the photos opposite and on this page, I’m wearing one of their elegant 
pendants. It says “love” in incised Amharic letters! Working together is always good for the Jews.
For more items on my “good list”, please stay in touch.
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Barbara Ribakove Gordon, Founder and Executive Director
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Unlike Other After-School 
Programs

The NACOEJ Limudiah works with 
Ethiopian-Israeli children in grades 
1-6. It provides 10 weekly hours of 
academic assistance in reading, 
mathematics, and study skills, as 
well as enrichment in arts and 
crafts, music, and Israeli culture.

At least 80% of our children in 
NACOEJ Limudiah Programs reach 
class level or higher. The Limudiah 
Program has been so successful 
year after year because of the 
following key elements: 
�   Begins in first grade, 

empowering children to 
achieve early academic 
success, preventing 
frustration, failure, and 
subsequent dropping out. 

�   Works in the children’s 
schools, ensuring close 
cooperation with home room 
teachers.

�   Maintains small grade-level 
groups of no more than eight 
students to one teacher.

�   Hires the best teachers who 
are very sensitive to cultural 
and familial issues, as well 
as poverty, that challenge 
Ethiopian-Israeli children.

�   Starts each session with a 
nourishing hot lunch, crucial 
for hungry children from 
impoverished homes.

�   Has built-in evaluation 
mechanisms: Using the 
students’ skills at the 
beginning of the school 
year as a baseline, Limudiah 
teachers check improvement 
at mid-year and then 
improvement over those 
levels at year’s end, tailoring 
approaches to meet the needs 
of individual students.

Limudiah teachers visit homes 
if necessary, to understand 
a student’s lack of progress. 
Ongoing discussions among 
school administrators and fac-
ulty, as well as with municipal 
educational authorities, ensure 
input and evaluation.

NACOEJ began the Limudiah 
Intensive After-School Education 
Program for Ethiopian-Israeli 
children over 20 years ago. The 
program is still vitally important 
for new immigrants who have 
been arriving in Israel over the 
last several years, and need help 
urgently to break out of poverty. 
Over half of Ethiopian immigrant 
children in Israel live below the 
poverty line (which is set very low).

Even children from families who 
arrived earlier often continue to 
need educational assistance, com-

2013-2014 

Limudiah Programs

��752 students

��16 schools  

��8 communities:
Gan Yavne, Kiryat Ekron, 
Lod, Nes Ziona, Ramla, 
Rishon LeZion, Rehovot 
and Yavne.
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ing from communities where little 
learning enrichment is available. 
Half of all Ethiopian-Israeli elemen-
tary school children end the school 
year below grade level; this per-
centage increases in higher grades 
if there is no intervention.  Limudiah 
provides that intervention.

Finally, NACOEJ serves a very di-
verse student body, from new im-
migrants and others needing ex-
treme remedial help, to those with 
the capacity, talent, and skills to 
reach above grade level, but need 
ongoing support to do so. Our pro-
grams are tailored to bring out the 
strengths in the children and to 
help them achieve their highest 
potential.

������
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The Importance of High 
School Sponsorships

Since 1997, the NACOEJ/Edward 
G. Victor High School Sponsorship 
Program has enabled thousands 
of Ethiopian-Israeli teenagers to 
attend good local high schools. 
Basic high school tuition is covered 
by the Israeli government, but local 
schools charge additional fees that 
are often beyond the means of 
Ethiopian immigrant families. 

What is Included in NACOEJ 
Sponsorships

The NACOEJ sponsorships, pro-
vided by generous sponsors, cover 
nearly all the required high school 
fees, including books, school sup-
plies, lab fees, educational school 
trips, uniforms and more. Thanks 
to this NACOEJ program, many 
Ethiopian students can take full 
advantage of all the educational, 
cultural, and social activities their 
schools offer. 

The Future: How 
Sponsorships Help

Good high schools enable Ethio-
pian teens to be well-prepared for 
the Bagrut (matriculation exams) 
so they can be accepted at Israeli 
universities and colleges -- so they 
can go on to become doctors, law-
yers, engineers, teachers, social 

In the 2013-2014 

School Year...

��915 Ethiopian-Israeli 
high school students 
had NACOEJ sponsors.

��They were spread across 
52 schools in 16 cities

��245 sponsors participated 
in the program. 

His name is Yitzhak Adhenan. He 
is a bright, personable Ethiopian-
Israeli teenager who is clearly 
headed for an exceptional future. 
Fueling his trajectory toward suc-
cess are his two NACOEJ/Edward 
G. Victor High School Sponsorship 
Program sponsors, Eliot Abramson 
and the Lattman Foundation.

Because of these sponsors, he is able to attend a pres-
tigious academic high school where his talents have 
been encouraged, showcased, and grown. 
Yitzhak loves biology, P.E., and English. He’s earned 
extra credits in electronics and physics. That’s just the 
beginning.  

He has been accepted into the prestigious Sparks of 
Science Program at the world-famous Weizmann 
Institute in Rehovot. Twice a week Yitzhak studies there 
until 8:00 pm. He completed his first year at Sparks with 
distinction and received a certificate of excellence at a 
ceremony for exceptional students.
Noting his outstanding record, Sparks of Science sent 
him on to a special Young Researchers Program to 
study human biology, physics, and more. And he was 
chosen to demonstrate scientific experiments at the  
Weizmann’s yearly Festival of Science.
This is what the High School Sponsorship Program is all 
about – enabling Ethiopian-Israeli high school students 
to reach their highest potential.

Sparks of Science/Young Researchers

workers, dentists and more -- en-
abling them to break out of pov-
erty and succeed. 

Bright, Deserving Students 
Need Help

But each year there are many 
bright, deserving students on 
our waiting list who do not have  
sponsors. It is our goal to add 
many more sponsors to our rolls 
this year so these young people 
will also receive the support they 
need to move forward to success.
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Marilyn Estreicher, who sponsors art student Michal Mengistu in 
the Bezalel College of Hebrew University through our NACOEJ/
Barney and Rachel Landau Gottstein Adopt-A-Student College 
Sponsorship Program, refused to leave Israel during the Gaza 
War despite the rockets.
She was in Tel Aviv on the phone with Yehudit Abramson, our 
Israel AAS Coordinator in Jerusalem, while no less than nine 
rockets could be heard in the skies over Tel Aviv.
Marilyn told Yehudit she was not leaving Israel. She would stay 
and offer moral support to the Israeli people. And, yes, she would 
indeed be coming to Jerusalem, then also under attack, to visit 
her sponsored student…which she did. 
When the two met,  Marilyn’s visit gave great comfort to Michal, 
who was very worried about three of her brothers who were 
fighting in Gaza at the time. 

Michal, who lost her mother in 1999 and became, as she called 
it, a “little mommy” to her siblings, wrote to Marilyn about 
her dream to become an artist: “I wanted to thank you for 
helping me fulfill the beginning of my dream. Your help is very 
important…I hope that in a few 
years I will be able to fulfill the 
dream of someone else…”
The warm relationship between 
these two women demonstrates 
how very special – and vital -- the  
College Sponsorship Program 
is -- and how it changes the  
future for Ethiopian Israelis, who, 
without it, might not be able to 
attend college.
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Why an AAS Sponsorship is 
Critical

The first three years’ college tuition for 
Ethiopian students is covered by the 
government. But rent, food, transpor-
tation, books, and other necessities 
are not. Most Ethiopian immigrant 
families cannot pay for them, so stu-
dents too often drop out of college 
and take low-level jobs, severely limit-
ing their ability to achieve success in 
the future. 

How Sponsorships Enable 
Ethiopian Students to 
Graduate

Since 1987 the NACOEJ AAS College 
Sponsorship program, lovingly guid-
ed for years by the late Vidal Sassoon, 
and now stewarded by the dedicated 
Barney and Rachel Landau Gottstein, 
has enabled countless Ethiopian Is-
raelis from impoverished, immigrant 
homes to graduate from college. The 
sponsorships (modest monthly sti-
pends) help cover living costs so stu-
dents can complete their degrees.  

The Results of AAS 
Sponsorships

�   A new generation of Ethiopian-
Israeli college graduates hold 
respected jobs as computer 

scientists, engineers, medical 
professionals, educators, social 
workers and more. 

�   An increasing number of Ethi-
opian-Israeli college graduates 
pursue advanced degrees. AAS 
sponsors can continue to support  
their students through graduate 
school.

�   Warm relationships have devel-
oped between students and their 
sponsors, transcending miles and 
often lasting for years.

Barney’s Books

Developed and sponsored by the 
Gottsteins, Barney’s Books provides 
beautiful children’s books for AAS 
students to read to their own children 
or their young siblings. The program 
introduces the joy of reading into 
Ethiopian homes. Children keep the 
books. 

In the 2013-2014

School Year...

��124 AAS sponsorships helped 
369 students in 6 universities 
and 26 academic colleges, 
including 13 nursing schools 
and 6 engineering schools.

��103 sponsored students 
graduated in their fields of 
study.

��35 sponsored students 
were studying for advanced 
degrees.

��13 sponsored students received 
Master’s degrees.

In Spite of the Rockets…

The Future

Despite the large number of college 
students that NACOEJ AAS sponsors 
support now, there are many more 
who need our help. To let bright 
young Ethiopian Israelis be forced to 
drop out of college due to financial 
constraints is a terrible waste of tal-
ent that Israel needs. We hope to find 
many more sponsors in the year to 
come.
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Summer Camp & Back-to-School Program

The long summer vacation in Israeli elementary 
schools poses a real challenge for low-income Ethi-
opian families, who cannot provide their children 
with camp experiences or private tutoring, and who 
often live in slums with no safe places in which the 
children can run and play. Excursions to swimming 
pools, parks, or historic sites are equally out of reach. 

This year, with rockets falling on towns in south and 
central Israel, crucial support from the Samis Foun-
dation allowed NACOEJ to operate fun summer 
camps in two locations:  Rehovot and Gan Yavne. 
(Rehovot is a prosperous city, but includes some of 
Israel’s worst urban slums. And Gan Yavne was par-
ticularly hard-hit by Hamas rockets.) 
The war made it difficult to plan programs, hire staff 
and enable the children to come. In Gan Yavne, the 
program took place for only five days due to con-
stant rocket attacks.  And of course there were drills, 
moving the children smoothly into bomb shelters. 
Throughout, the staff spoke with the children about 
their fears and feelings regarding the war, and they 
were encouraged to express themselves through 

drawings, stories, etc. The children were resilient and 
said they felt safe in the school buildings and play-
grounds.
Despite the war, these summer days provided the 
children with a safe environment, many activities, 
and a lot of fun: NACOEJ offered games, sports, mu-
sic, arts and crafts, lunch and, when safe, trips to the 
zoo, as well as some enjoyable sessions of reading 
stories, math puzzles and English games. 
In addition, with underwriting from the Croland fam-
ily in memory of Robert Croland, NACOEJ operated a 
Back-to-School program, with learning emphasized, 
for Ethiopian-Israeli children in Lod, a very poor town 
where this program is traditionally held. Like the pro-
grams in Rehovot and Gan Yavne, this program also 
included arts, music and sports (as well as air raid 
drills). 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Twinning Program

Through this program, American Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
girls and boys develop friendships with, and learn 
about, their Ethiopian-Israeli twins who are NACOEJ 
students in Israel. 
All the children enjoy having pen pals in another 
country. Bar/Bat Mitzvah students also provide 
needed financial assistance to Ethiopian students’ 
classrooms in Israel. 
The NACOEJ office in Jerusalem helps families visiting 
Israel to  meet their Ethiopian-Israeli twins.  

Mitzvah Projects

This program was launched in 2008. Since then, 
a variety of Mitzvah Projects have raised urgently 
needed funds for the Limudiah and other programs. 

Hebrew Schools, B’nei Mitzvah 
(and adults of all ages) have 
fun doing their projects, and 
the result is usually a huge 
success for participants and 
those they help.
This year, Daniella Symonds, 
who grew up knowing about 
NACOEJ and its work, asked 

her family and friends to donate to NACOEJ in place 
of giving Bat Mitzvah gifts to her, with the ambitious 
goal of sponsoring an entire Limudiah class. As we 
go to press, she’s near her $18,000 goal!
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Shoshana Ben-Dor, Director of 
NACOEJ-Israel, has been active in 
advocacy on many of the major 
issues affecting Ethiopian-Israeli 
life, taking a leadership role in 
issues affecting education in early 
grades.

Saving the Steering Center 
for Ethiopian Jews in the 
Israeli School System

The Steering Center for Ethiopian 
Jews was established in 1995 
by the Ministry of Education 
as an important advisory body 
that would have a say regarding 
Ethiopian-Israeli issues.  But over 
the years, its budget, activities, 
and influence were whittled down. 
A 2013 government bid would 
have eliminated it, cancelling 
excellent programs for helping 
Olim teachers, a program for 
outstanding students, and much 
more. (It would have retained 
community liaisons, but only as 
contract workers without job 
security.)

The battle to save the Steering 
Center began with Ethiopian 
leaders and community activists, 
including Shoshana Ben-Dor, 
sending letters to the Education 
Minister, meeting with his 
advisors, and lobbying the Knesset 
Education Committee.
In December, 2013 the Steering 
Committee held a study-day 

for some 80 educators and 
community activists with the aim 
of defining the Ethiopian-Israeli 
community’s own vision of its 
real needs.  Shoshana chaired the 
Committee on Early Childhood 
and Elementary Education and 
helped write and edit the final 
document.

In August, 2014 the closure 
proposal was withdrawn. An 
important community voice and 
some significant programs were 
saved.

The “New Way”

The government’s current Five-
Year Plan for Ethiopian Absorption 
is now coming to an end, amid a 
storm of criticism from Ethiopian 
Israelis and the government 
Comptroller’s Office. They found 
that much allocated money had 
never reached its goal; almost no 
job training, placement programs, 
and mortgage programs had 
been implemented; and rates of 
success in education, income, and 
employment remained below 
national norms.
In response, the government 
called for a New Way Forum 
to recommend a new policy, 
employing Internet, Round Tables, 
and many other mechanisms.  
But this Forum, approved by 12 
government ministries and other 

bodies, placed the mechanism 
for change in the hands of the 
Ministry of Immigrant Absorption, 
angering many Ethiopians. They 
felt that since most had been in 
Israel for 20-30 years, they should 
not be treated as immigrants.  In 
addition, the Ministry had been 
criticized for its handling of the old 
Five-Year Plan.

The “Forum for Influence”

As an expression of dissatisfaction, 
a new Forum for Influence, 
consisting of some 25 Ethiopian-
Israeli organizations, individuals, 
and grass-roots groups, was 
established to create a broad-
based, inclusive vision from within 
the community.
Some participants in the Forum 
for Influence have divorced 
themselves entirely from the 
New Way process, while others, 
including NACOEJ, participate in 
both, in the hope of bringing about 
some widely-acceptable results.
To move things ahead, Shoshana 
and NACOEJ-Israel staffer and 
spokesperson, Tamar Desta, have 
also been holding individual 
meetings with various Ministry 
officials, expressing NACOEJ’s 
willingness to help form new 
policies, based on our decades 
of experience with the Limudiah 
and sponsorship programs.  These 
meetings have been very positive.
At this point, the new Forum for 
Influence is indeed showing some 
influence on the government’s 
New Way process. It is nonetheless 
forging ahead with creating its 
own vision, which is to include 
grass-roots consultations. Clearly, 
NACOEJ activism in this crucial 
area must continue.

Most have been in 
Israel for 20  to 30 
years and should 
not be treated as 

immigrants...
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In December 2013, a 
study-day was held 
for 80 activists and 

community educators.



�����#

�$���
�
�����7�������	���������

NORTH AMERICAN CONFERENCE ON ETHIOPIAN JEWRY, INC. AND AFFILIATE

COMBINED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

DECEMBER 31, 2013

Total

Temporarily All

Restricted Funds

ASSETS

Current assets:

     Cash and cash equivalents $ 1,210,357 $ 81,630 $ 1,291,987

     Investment in marketable securities 8,376 1,068,872 1,077,248

     Contributions receivable 51,938 197,616 249,554

Total current assets 1,270,671 1,348,118 2,618,789

Furniture and equipment, net of

     accumulated depreciation of $53,922 4,405 4,405

Security deposits 12,500 12,500

Total assets $ 1,287,576 $ 1,348,118 $ 2,635,694

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current liabilities:

     Accounts payable and accrued 

     expenses $ 348,382 $ 348,382

     Deferred public support 432,777 432,777

Total liabilities 781,159 781,159

Commitments

Net assets:

     Unrestricted 506,417 506,417

     Temporarily restricted 1,348,118 1,348,118

Total net assets 506,417 1,348,118 1,854,535

Total liabilities and net assets $ 1,287,576 $ 1,348,118 $ 2,635,694

Current Funds

Unrestricted
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NORTH AMERICAN CONFERENCE ON ETHIOPIAN JEWRY, INC. AND AFFILIATE

COMBINED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2013

Total

Temporarily All

Restricted Funds

Support and revenue:

     Public support $ 964,691 $ 1,904,975 $ 2,869,666

     Sales (net of cost of goods sold of

        $16,568) 5,663 5,663

     Other income 15,228 15,228

     Interest income 7,944 7,944

     Dividend income 4,168 14,164 18,332

     Net realized and unrealized gain/(loss)

         on securities (60) 227,807 227,747

     Net assets released from restrictions -

         satisfaction of program restrictions 2,076,169 (2,076,169)

Total support and revenue 3,065,859 78,721 3,144,580

Expenses:

     Program services:

         Assistance in Israel 1,765,518 1,765,518

         Information and Education - USA 240,031 240,031

Total program services 2,005,549 2,005,549

     Supporting services:

         Management and general 160,137 160,137

         Fundraising 284,210 284,210

Total supporting services 444,347 444,347

Total expenses 2,449,896 2,449,896

Change in net assets 615,963 78,721 694,684

Net assets, beginning of year (109,546) 1,269,397 1,159,851

Net assets, end of year $ 506,417 $ 1,348,118 $ 1,854,535

Current Funds

Unrestricted
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Thank You to ALL Our Wonderful Supporters in 2013!
NACOEJ would not have survived for over 30 years without our extraordinary community of donors, large and small, individual and 
institutional. You’ve not only donated money, but also time, energy, interest and advocacy. You’ve been there for Ethiopian Jews 
when they were in the news and when they weren’t. Every single one of you is so very important to us. We wish we had room to list 
every 2013 donor because every gift has made a significant difference. Please know that you are all in our hearts, as we know that 
NACOEJ is in yours. 

$10,000+
Anonymous (2)
Shoshana Ben-Dor
Mark L. Brecker
Alan & Jane Cornell Philanthropic Fund
Jeanne S. Croland
Carl & Caroline Freeman
Diane Glatt & David Holtz  
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Barnard and Rachel Gottstein
Gottstein Family Foundation
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Glencore Charitable Trust 
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Israel Ministry of Education
Miriam Jacobs Bequest
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Nathan & Helen Kohler Foundation
Susanna Levin
Peachy & Mark Levy Family Fund
Lucius N. Littauer Foundation
Madav IX Foundation
Ronald Marmer
J & S Michaan Foundation
Carol Michael Bequest
Municipality of Nes Ziona
Municipality of Ramla 
Municipality of Rishon Lezion

Abraham & Sonia Rochlin Foundation
Barbara Ribakove Gordon
David & Aviva Rubin
George & Bella Savran
Hans & Marion Seidemann
Ella Shevin Bequest
Alan Sieroty Charitable Fund
Sobell Foundation
Struggle to Save Ethiopian Jewry (SSEJ)
Morris & Sylvia Trachten Family Foundation
UJA-Federation of New York
Victor Family Foundation
Robert & Edith Zinn

$5,000-$9,999
Howard Amster
Helen Mae & Seymour Askin Fund
Jeffrey Bank
Jeffrey Botman
Barbara Carter
Robert Cohen
Marsha J. Croland
Jerome Epstein
Sheldon & Marilyn Estreicher
Halley & Ruth Anne Faust Family Fund

Mel J. Garfinkel
Sandy Gottstein
Samuel Halperin
International Trust
Richard E. Kahn
Robert & Hannah Klein
Luis & Lee Lainer Fund
Joan Lerea
Herbert and Ellen Levitt Fund
Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger

Municipality of Rehovot 
Roberta Nusim
Albert B. &  Audrey G. Ratner Family 

Foundation
Mark & Analee Reutlinger
Elaine T. Schwartz
Jonathan Wolf
M.B. & Edna Zale Foundation
Benjamin & Tamar Zeltser

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous (3) 
Lynne Altwerger
Bank of America Matching Gift Program
Nan Carol Bases
Lawrence I. Brant
Ira Brier 
James J. Calmas
Jacob & Rebecca Cohen
Bruce & Sheila Firestone
Deborah S. Freedman
Joyce Fulps
Terry Gelman
Sanford  Goldhaber
Jeffrey & Doris Goldstein Family Philanthropic 

Fund

Terry Grant
Paul Grayson
Joseph & Audrey Greenberg
Charles Halasz
Janet Heettner & Peter Silverman
Louis J. & Ruth G. Herr Foundation
Susan Kaiserman
Leonard and Lois Laser Family Foundation
Donald & Sheila Leiss
Lloyd & Sonia Levitin
Ita Markus
Selda Massion
The Purple Lady/Barbara J. Meislin Fund
Municipality of Netivot
Municipality of Rehovot 

William & Janet Pauli
Barak Raviv
Elliot & Carol Rest-Mincberg
Gil & Harriet Rosen
David & Anna Sabih
Zina Schiff & Ronald Eisenberg
Gene Schneyer & Debra J. Appel
Shelley Segal
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Wachter Family Philanthropic Fund
Washington Association for Ethiopian Jews, 

bequest of Barbara Blanco
Maurice Wolf
Diana Yacobi

We gratefully acknowledge the Isaac and Rose Feiner Fund, established by Samuel Fenner in 1999 for the benefit of the Ethiopian-Jewish community.
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$1,000-$2,499
Cyrus Abbe
Gertrude Abramson
Adath Jeshurun Congregation, Minnetonka, MN
Margery Adinoff
Ken & Nedda Altschuld
Maurice Amado Foundation
Marion Amber
Yakov Amihud
Jacob & Estelle Apelberg
Melanie Aron
Judith Bain
Edward Banyai
Arye Barkai
Joan Copans Benjamin Philanthropic Family Fund
Amnon Behar
Roger & Esme Berg
Irwin & Elaine Berg
Earl & Astrid Berkson
Mayer Bick & Gail Katz
Lawrence & Rebecca Blank
Steven & Julie Bram
Richard & Barbara Braun Fund
Philip & Sunny Brodsky
Gail Carp
Donald A. Chiert
Yolanda Clark
Marion Cohen
Cohon Living Trust
Ely Cole
Congregation Magen David of West Deal 

Hesed Fund
Stephan & Sharon Cristofar
Nadav Daniel
Herbert Deutsch
Steven Dottheim
Barbara Drench
Betty E. Eisler
Gabriel Elias
Diana Engel
William Escovitz
Daniel & Charlotte Eth
Fairlawn Jewish Center/Bnai Israel NJ
Aaron Faust & Rachel Alpert
Joyce Fefferman
Warren Forman
Marcia E. Fox
Miriam Fredrick
Alice Friedman
Andrew Friedman
Joseph & Zilpha Friedman
Mark & Emily Friedman
Charlotte Friend
Barbara Gaffin

Harvey & Ruth Gelfenbein Charitable Trust
Karen Gens
Richard Giesberg
Marilyn Ginsberg-Cady
Merle Ginsburg
Joan Glatman
Morris Glesby
Jeffrey Glickman
Ellis Goldfrit
Irene G. & Ellen R. Goldman
David Golick
Nat & Sophie Gorodetzky
Paula & Jerry Gottesman Philanthropic Fund
Loren J. Greenberg
Burton G. and Anne C. Greenblatt Foundation
Ruth Grey
Stephen & Pamela Gruber
Robert L. Gutman
Peter J. Halasz
Ellis & Ellen Harris
Myra Harris
Julie Hart
Elisa Harvitt
Martin Heilbrunn
Robert & Alissa Heilbrunn
Arlene Heyman
Jeffrey & Barbara Hochman
Richard & Joanne Hoffman
Ronald A. Hyman
Alan Iser & Sharon Liebhaber
Donald Jacobson
Clive & Barbara Kabatznik
Allan Kauders
Mirka Knaster
Daniel Kotler
Deborah Krasnow
Franklin Kreutzer
Morton & Mildred Krieger
Mayer Krupp
Stephen Kutner
William & Lenore Lambert
Bennett Leff
Claire Levine
Barry Levitt
Gerhard & Rosalyn Levy
Lois K. Levy
Peter & Wendy Lewis
Meyer & Faye Lieman
William & Nancy Lifland Fund
Neil Lovit
Jason & Belle Mann
Robert Mann 
Joseph Mark

Kenneth Matthew
Jacob I. Melamed
Todd Messler
Daniel & Helene Miller
Leonard & Renee Minsky
Judith Mitzner
E. B. & Dawnmarie Nation
Vernon & Elizabeth Neppe
Gary & Esther Polland
Laurence Pomerance
Howard Poorvu
Daniel B. Post
Leonard & Mina Raif Philanthropic Fund
Esther Robbins
Marian Rose
Lesli Koppelman Ross
Bernard Rubin
Edward & Rae Samiljan
Judith S. Samkoff
Carolyn W. Sanger
Myra Schein
Peter & Phyllis Schiff
Albert & Marcia Schmier
Amy Schwartz
Robert & Maxine Seller
David Shapiro
Rennie Sherman
Evely Laser Shlensky
Rose L. Shure
Mr. Arnold Siegel & Ms. Judith Wippman
Spira Family Charitable Fund 
Sam & Ina Starobin
Phillip & Judith Stein
Robert & Sherry Steinberg
Jack & Judith Stern
Barbara Stern
Stratton-Petit Foundation
Bruce & Suzette Stringer
The Robert A. Sugarman Charitable Fund
Max & Esther Ticktin
The Tiferet Center
Traditional Congregation of Creve Coeur, 

Saint Louis, MO
Aron & Lynn Trombka
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Kenneth & Deborah Vogelstein
Edwin & Sharon Wigutoff
Carol Wolchok
Jackie Wong
Stanley Wulf
Jill Yolen
Howard Young
Elizabeth Zeltser
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Founding President

Jonathan Giesberg*

President

Rabbi Jerome Epstein

Faye Lieman, Chair
Deborah Goldstein, Vice President
Barak Raviv, Vice President
Mitchell Kaplan, Treasurer
Harlan T. Jacobs, Secretary

Devorah Brooks
Gail Carp
Solomon Ezra
Jeremy Feit
Joseph Feit
Barbara Gaffin
Richard A. Giesberg
Sanford Goldhaber
Barbara Ribakove Gordon
Rachel Gottstein
Dr. Ruth Gruber

Peter J. Halasz
Dr. Stephen Kutner
Lindsey Mayerfeld
Roen Salem 
Lisa Schachner
Shelley Segal
Evely Laser Shlensky
Richard Tell
Diana Yacobi
Caryn Huberman Yacowitz

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Hon. Chair
Cyrus Abbe
Hon. Gary Ackerman
Dr. Jacob Birnbaum
Dr. Ernest Bloch 
Kathryn R. Bloom
Martin Chasin
Rabbi Abraham Cooper
Marsha J. Croland
Eddie Eitches
Rabbi Harvey Fields
Mel J. Garfinkel
Lucille Kuttler Geller
Rabbi Lynn Goldstein
Rabbi Dr. Irving Greenberg
Eli Halpern
David Harris

Lynn Hazan
Roger J. Herz
David Hyman
Robert E. Lichtman
Jay Luger DVM
Ruth Messinger
Rabbi Craig Miller
Michael Monheit
Pesia Derin Paolucci
Gary Polland 
Rabbi Lawrence Raphael
Barbara Reader
Seymour Reich
Glenn Richter
Irwin B. Robins
Deborah Schiller Rosalimsky
Menachem Rosensaft

Leslie Koppelman Ross
Dr. Harris Schoenberg
Rabbi Allen Schwartz
Allen Schwartz
Irving Shillman
Monica Siegel
Rabbi David Silber
Benjamin Susman
Gary Tolchinsky
Albert Vorspan
Beth Wohlgelernter
Judith L. Wolf
Rabbi Joel Wolowelsky
Murray Wood
Rabbi Ari Zivotofsky

Barbara Ribakove Gordon, Founder and Executive Director
Gary Metzger, Chief Operating Officer
Caroline Barg, Director of Communications
Danielle Ben-Jehuda, Director of Development and Donor Relations
Karen Gens, Coordinator of Education Programs
Nelya Danielova, Office Manager
Miriam Weissman, Coordinator of Bar/Bat Mitzvah Twinning

Anne Hoffman
Marion Rettek Seidemann (Passed away 
September 30, 2014, may her memory be a 
blessing.)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ADVISORY BOARD

U.S. STAFF NEW YORK OFFICE ONGOING VOLUNTEERS

ISRAEL STAFF

Shoshana Ben-Dor, Director of NACOEJ-Israel and Director of Limudiot 
Yehudit Abramson, Israel Coordinator of the Barney and Rachel Landau Gottstein Adopt-A-Student College Sponsorship Program
Leah Barkai, Israel Coordinator of the Edward G. Victor High School Sponsorship Program and Bar and Bat Mitzvah Twinning
Tamar Desta, Spokesperson and Public Relations 
Eti Shriki, Administrative Director
Chen Levinger, Staff Writer
Yehudah Avraham, Resource Development

*Deceased
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Our Mission

The North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry (NACOEJ) is a non-profit organization 

founded in 1982 with four mandates:

To help Ethiopian Jews survive in Ethiopia.

To assist them in reaching Israel.

To aid in the absorption of Ethiopian Jews into Israeli society.

To preserve their unique and ancient culture.
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