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What’s Going On in Ethiopia?

Our Beta Israel school in Gondar may not look impressive to American eyes, but it is clean, light, and it works.  
It has electricity, toilet facilities, a little library, a school nurse and other amenities. Local people think it is very modern. 
We think the land – donated by the Ethiopian government – is beautiful. There is space for the children to play, and 
sometimes on the hill behind the school, they can see cattle or sheep grazing. Photo: Myer Daniels



We hope that one day all our Beta Israel children will be in Israel, and our 
school will be a treasure for the neighborhood children. But we don’t want 
to be forgotten. So we have set a simple stone slab in front of the school. 
It shows a Star of David and the Hebrew letters that mean Baruch Hashem. 
Below, in English and Amharic, it identifies the school: “The NACOEJ Beta Israel 
Elementary School founded by the North American Conference on Ethiopian 
Jewry for the benefit of the children of Gondar. September 2008/Tishrei 5769.” 
We hope it will always remind people of the Jews of Ethiopia and America 
who came here together, to teach and learn in Gondar.

From left,  
Ato Dessalegne Asrade, 

Gondar City Administration 
ANDM (Amhara National 

Democratic Movement)  
branch head officer, 

presenting the certificate  
to Getu at right. Center,  

Ato Zewedu Messalie, 
Master of Ceremonies. 
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CARING FOR THE FUTURE TODAY…

Hunger and the Limudiah



We love having partners. 

Katama Antenau

Fantanesh Antenau

Noa Yeshayahu, center, with Dudu Mashasha and Alemu Avara, 
other outstanding Ethiopian-Israeli students, who all went to  
Mumbai, India for an international science camp.  
Photo: Zvika Tishler, “Yedioth Acharonoth”. 

PARTNERS, KIDS AND SPARKS



Congratulations To…
Evely Laser Shlensky

Dick Giesberg
Middie Giesberg

Cyrus Abbe

Barbara Ribakove Gordon

Lifeline
Caroline Barg

Alice Salem 

Planning a Trip to Israel?
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Abrashe Dabebe
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Kochav Bitaw (left) coaching young athletes before the 
National Track and Field Championships 1000-meter race 
in Tel Aviv. Photos: Win Robins

Another Adopt-A-Student Success Story:



It All Comes Together: 
Lior’s Story

Condolences to…
Ethiopian Jewish community 

Faye Lieman

Barbara Ribakove Gordon

Tutnauer family of Jerusalem

LEFT: Lior  
RIGHT: Ethan Baer
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Adam Finds a Cause
A

Mitzvah Projects brochure

Adam Cintron

“I had no idea this kind of suffering 
and desperation was going on 
concerning these people,” C  

. “When I saw that woman 
holding her very malnourished  
two-year-old daughter, it literally 
grieved me to the core. I am a 
mother of two very young children  
as well, and I know what a healthy 
two-year-old should look like. 
“I could not bear the thought of  
living my life wondering, day after 
day, if my children will live or die.  
So I googled the phrase Ethiopian 
Jewish Children/Charities and  
then read through the entries until  
I found …your organization.
“I have been collecting unemploy-
ment for over a year now, but even 
my worst day without a job seems 
a thousand times better than what 
the Ethiopian Jewish people are 
struggling with as a standard way 
of life. I know how I feel when I see 
my own kids, and I hope the gift that 
my family was able to share through 
your organization will help restore 
that joy and relief over their children’s 
welfare in at least some of those 
Ethiopian families’ lives.”
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